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For MONDAY, December 11, 1797. 





ACCOUNT of the late refpectable DENYS ROLLE, Ese, 
[From the Monthly Magazine. ] 


ENYS ROLLE, Efq. was defcended of a family, 
which have been poflefied of eftates in Devonthire ever 
fince the conqueft, when their illuftrious anceftor, Rollo of 
Normandy, came to England with his coufin William, the 
Duke of that province. In this long line of anceltry (a par- 
ticular account of which may be feen in Prince’s Werthies of 
Devon) we cannot find out one who difgraced, by his conduay 
his ancient and refpectable lineage. 
The late Mr. Rolle early fhowed an ative turn of mind, 
and, about the year 1766, he purchafed of the government a 
large tract of land in Eaft Florida, with a view of colonizing 
it. For this purpofe he engaged a confiderable number of 
hufbanda.en and artificers in Devon and the adjacent counties, 
provided all kinds of fuitable ftores, and fet out on his 
favourite expedition, His little colony, however, was foon 
broken up by ficknefs and emigration ; the climate not agrees 
ing with the conftitution of the fettlers, He fuffered there 
terrible hardthips : And to fo low a condition was he reduced, 
as to be obliged to return to England as a common feaman. 
After ferving his country faithfully in two Parliaments, he 
retired to finith his days in a domeftic and rural life. His 
favourite employment was hufbaudry, and he uled to get up as 
early in the morning as any of the peafants, and clothed like 
them, witha bag of provifions, and his fpade on his fhoulder, 
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go out for the day, and work as hard as any day labourer on 
his eftate. Hehas been often miftaken in this drefs fora 
common hufbandman, and, in this difguife, has directed many 
an enquirer to his own houfe. Notwithftanding this peculiar 
turn he was notavaricious, He was, on the contrary, hofpita- 
ble in his houfe, generous to his tenantry, indulgent to his fers 
vants, and above all, extenfively benevolent to the poor. 

He inftituted feveral charity fchools in different parifhes, 
allotting to each a portion of land for the employment of the 
children. As a magiftrate he was remarkably attentive to the 
morals of the people within his diftri@, and fuccefsfully 
laboured, though with great and long oppofition, in fupprefling 
village ale-houfes, cockefighting, and bull-baiting. Torring- 
ton, near which his feat ftands, was a place much difgraced 
with thefe worfe than favage diverfions, and Mr. Rolle took 
extraordinary pains to correé&t the evil. For this purpofe he 
not only exerted his authority, as a magiftrate, with great 
zeal and impartiality, but circulated large impreffions of a 
pamphlet, written by bimfelf, againft fuch crucl amufements, 

In 1789, he printed an addrefs to the nobility and gentry, 
circulated privately, calling for their concurrence in the great 
object which he had in view of parochial reformation. In 
this tract he fpeaks largely on humanity to animals, from 
whence [ apprehend the following extract may not be unac- 
ceptable.—* [ have experienced (fays Mr. Rolle) the 
memory of wild beafls, in a bear, which after more thana 
month’s abfence, was pleafed with my taking him by the lip. 
I cannot account for the attachment I have met with of 
horfes becoming tame to me without any dexterity ; of the 
greateft dogs letting me lay hold of their jaws with pleafure ; 
of venomous fnakes that followed me, on invitation, which 
prevented fear and danger; and I ufed no precaution, as 
hunters did, about their legs. I traverfed the woods for years 
without hurt, and lay in the moft expofed places, in fwamps 
full of venomous reptiles, and have had fnakes under my 
pillow without being injured, Of a cranethat followed me, 
and attended me all the day when at work ; of a ftrange dog, 
that gently feized on my hands, when walking the road, and 
would go with me, and attended clofe to me, as defending me, 
at the night that | walked through Waltham Chafe, near Portle 
mouth, making fometimes a whining noife, if feparated ata 
{mall diftance, a kind of notice of attachment. Another 
inftance, I recollect, of a {mall cat in Florida, who came 
fome diftance and fought fome dogs that were howling round 
me, 























OE 


ne a 











ite en 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 463 
me, that fhe thought were attacking me, and drove them off. 
Ican account for thefe matters no otherwife than by Provi- 
dence anfwering my tender treatment of animals, which 
I muft always humbly and thankfully acknowledge has attended 
me through a long life.” 

Mr. Rolle’s anceftors were eminent in Devonfhire for 
piety. Denys Rolle, Efq. his grandfather, though a member 
of the eftablifhed church, protected the nonconforming minif- 
ters in the reign of Charles II. and the famous Mr. Flavel 
found an afyium at Hudfcott, a feat of the family, where he 
preached in the hall at midnight, when the perfecution raged 
with the greateft violence. Mr. Rolle’s father was alfo an 
example of piety. He had for a chaplain the learned Mr. 
Samuel Johnfon, minifter of Torrington, author of two 
volumes of fermons. 

The fubje& of the prefent tketch was diftinguifhed by his 
piety, activity, temperance, and humility ; in fhort he was a 
man who lived to God, and for the benefit of his fellow- 
creatures, His large ettates devolved to his only fon John 
Lord Rolle, befides whom he has left two daughters un- 
marricd. 


$< 


GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For NOVEMBER, 1797. 


FO HE French nation, united by the interference of foreign 

i powers, called to their aid the whole mafs of their pro- 
perty and population, through the medium of affignats and 
requifitions. This violation of property and public credit, 
while it ftrengthened and confirmed the revolution in France, 
was not only a robbery of individual wealth in that kingdom, 
but an attack on the funds, and the public credit of all the 
other powers of Europe, and on the very exiftence of civilized 
fociety: The ftrongeft cement of which is an inviolable 
regard to private property, and to the rights of independent 
nations. The French republic, it was forefeen and foretold, 
in order to exift, muft conquer ; and alfo that it would, by 
bribery, or by threats of exciting revolt and revolution, 
conae&t the continental powers, with whom it fhould be at 
peace, into inftruments for extending their conquefts. 

Three modes of conduct were propofed to Great Britain 
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hurrigane. The firft was, to leave it entirely to itfelf. The 
Marquis of Lanfdown, Mr. Fox, and others, in fpeeches in 
Parliament, and in publications from the prefs, predicted, that 
the French would only be rendered more compaé and invul- 

erable by external comprefiion ; and denounced the evils to 
be apprehended from fo numerous and ardent a people, in the 
centre of Europe, driven to the neceflity of becoming a 
military republic, 

The fecond plan propofed was, that Great Britain, in cor- 
junQion with the confederated powers on the continent, 
fhould wage war with the ufurpers for the reftoration of mo- 
narchye It was {peedily found, that there was no folid bond of 
union among the confederates. Each feemed to purfue its 
own feparate views, of private jealoufy, ambition, and intereft, 
One member of the coalition dropped off after another, 
While the greater part of Europe preferves a f{miling counte- 
nance, or lies crouching at the feet of France, the haughty 
republic, collecting her victorious troops, and rallying her 
broken and difperfed fgets, together with thofe of her allies, 
and the countries fhe has conquered, frowns hoftile vengeance 
from her northern coafts, againit her old, and {till formidable 
rival, England. The coalefced powers, who never purfued 
their profeffed obje& with any degree of confiftency or zcal, 
continued their random attacks, from other motives, after that 
profefled object had become utterly hopelefs, 

The fault of this plan confifted inthis, that it did not make 
any account of the natural fragility of confederations ; that it 
had not, in fact, any definite objet; that it proceeded ona 
miftaken notion of the ftrength of nations, which confifts not, 
by any means, fo much in pecuniary wealti, as in phytical 
tefources ; and that, on the whole, it moved a power which it 
was neither able to controul, nor in any refpect calculated to 
divert and lay by management. 

The third plans to which we allude, feemed to hold a middle 
place between the othertwo. Itheld out the fword in the one 
hand, and the olive branch in the other. It prefled the com- 
mon enemy with the calamities of war ; but it pointed out an 
eafy road to peace on the bafis of mutual advantage, but 
e(pecially that of the French people. It difplayed the ca- 
lamities threatened to all government, all property, all civiliza= 
tion, all that is valuable in life, by the violation of property, in 
the forced circulation of affignats. It propofed to remedy this 
evil, by a military and financial combination between Grea 
Britain and the continental powers, for fupporting privatg 
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property, public credit, and the rights of nations. It propofed 
to con{clidate taxation with reprefentation ; to -eftablith the 
liberty and the bappincfs of both the French people and 
the neighbouring nations, by rendering their government 
dependent on the velumary contibutions of the people, 
duly reprefented ¢ In a word, io difclaim, exprefsly, all 
inte:ference in the intern.| affairs of the repuclic, and to 
offer peace on fuch terms, as would both procure and 
perpetusteit: Namely, to fund the debts incurred by the new 
government, and thus to turn the intereft of the public cre 
ditois of France, and of the French armies, againft the 
private views, or deftructi:e ambition of the D rectory. 
Public credit is a genera) banker: The common banker of 
allcommercia! nations, It was a robbery committed on this 
banker, tha: formed the {pring of the revolution; and if fuch 
rotberies were not pr evented, by aconcert among the nations, 
they would do the fame in futuree In the manner propoled, 
the intere(ls of all parties would be united. 

It is now impoffible to foliow the firft of thefe plans: The 
fecond has becn followed moft unfortunately : Is it not yet 
too late to buy the third; and a» is propofed, in the fame plan, 
to form, in the prefent extremity, an union between Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Fox. The former for finance, the lattér for nego 
tiaticn, Qa all fuch emergencies, the oppofite parties in 
Rome united. In the extremity of fortune, the coalition of 
parties is held to be the co:fummation of political wildor and 
virtue. An admirable fpeech, to this purpofe, was made by 
Lord Belsaven, in the Scottifh Parliament, on the occafion of 
the Union: Having proved from biftosy the maxim julbftated, 
he warmly exhorted his c: yuntrymcn, whatever they did, pru- 
dent, or even imprudent, to do it unanimoufly. 

It has been commonly faid, that Mr: Pitt, with one or two 
other members, were dragged into the war, againit their judg- 
ments. Certain it is, that Mr. Pitt's admirable fpeeck on the 

rejection of peace, by the Directory, breathes fentiments of 
moderatic a ann and a refpcect to the rights of nations, in- 
the {train of the plan laft ftated 5 and that care has been taken 
to have this fpeech tranflated into the French language, and 
circulated through France, and all the Continent. Why was 
not this done fooner ? but, both in the American and prefent 
war we have always, in all our meafures, been a day too late. 
It does not {eem tobe in nature, or in the deftinies of empires, 
that ftates and Princes, in general, fhould act with common 
prudence, or common fentfe, 
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SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 


The Spaniards, it is faid, have refufed a paffage to the 
French through their country, which would undoubtedly pro- 
duce a revolution, to Portugal ; and that a concert is on foot 
between the courts of Lifbon and Madrid, who make, very 
wifely, one common caufe, and Great Britain, for maintaining 
the independence of the Iberian peninfula. If this were not 
fo perfeCily wife, we fhould fay it is very probable. There is 
a probable event, however, not depending on human wifdom, 
which will be very fortunate for Britain, and aufpicious to the 
liberties of Europe. The Prince of Brazi) has not any chile 
dren ; acircumftance which may reunite the crowns of Spain 
and Portugal. 
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ITALY and GERMANY. 

The Emperor has effected a peace on the ground probably 
of maintaining the integrity of the German empire, and cere 
tainly by compenfating to the Houfe of Auftria, the lofs of 
Milan and the Netherlands, by Venice, with Iftria and Dal- 
matia, as well as certain Venetian territories on the fide of 
Italy. It is probable, too, that the Auftrians are to be gra- 
tified with a part, at leaft, of Bavaria. Thus the dominions 
of Auftria, by the acceffion of territories fo fituate, and a noble 
fea-port, are more compaCted, and to that houfe more valuable 
thanever. Yet in fac, at prefent, the French, polted in great 
naval ftrength at Corfu, command the trade and thipping of 
Venice. “Though the Cif-rhenane republic muft be dropped, 
the Cif-alpine republic, fortified by Mantua, will ftand, and 
perhaps be extended over all Italy ; than which nothing could 
be more fortunate for Britain, 

Europe looks forward to the congrefs, which is to fettle the 
affairs of the empire at Raftadt. Will that congrels be con- 
fined to Germany, or embrace in its regards a wider circle? 

The Emperor has now reverfed his fituation, He muft 
now become an obje& of jealoufy to the northern powers, in= 
itcad of countenance and {upport. 


PRUSSIA, 

The death of Frederick the Second is too recent an event 
toallow it yet to have been followed by very material confe- 
quences. Conjectures, however, have been formed that his 
fucceffor is difpofed to be more hoftile to France than he was, 
and that he wil! not be equa!ly mercenary in his {chemes. 
The duplicity and injuftice of the deceafed monarch’s con- 
duct will hand down bis name to pofterity as no very refpec- 
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tablecharacter. It muft have been a very unpleafing circum- 
ftance to his brave fon-in-law, the Duke of York, to find, in 
fo near a relation, fuch a want of honour, and fo complete a 
dereliGtion of probity and good faith, by his unprincipled de- 
fertion of his allies, and particularly of his connexions with 
Great Britain. We hope his fon will purfue a plan more 
equitable, and, if he forms alliances, adhere to them with 
fidelity and fteadinefs. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


The improvidence of our councils, and the adverfity of 
events, have certainly involved a neceflity of heavy, and even 
fevere taxation. The late taxes rife, by a juft gradation, from 
articles of primary neceffity to thofe of luxury; but itill we 
with that the double affefiment on houfes could have been ex- 
changed for fome mode of an additional tax on land, efpecially 
on thofe princely eftates {quandered away out of the crown 
lands, by the favouritifm of the crown, in times of blind fub- 
miffion to every ftretch of prerogative, on the part of the 


people. 





Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macartney to China. 


(Continued from Page 455-) 


HE native Javanefe were formerly governed by as many 
petty Kings as there were large towns; but their nume 

ber has been diminifhed. At prefent, the Sultan of Mataram 
rules to the eaft, the King of Bantam to the welt, while nearly 
the whole coaft and effective power are in the hands of Hol- 
land. Thefe people are reprefented fierce, proud, and barba- 
rous 5 very remote from civilization. No attempt, however, 
is made to enflave their perfons; and they find the Dutch 
government lefs tyrannic than that of others who fhare fome 
portion of the fovereignty of the ifland withthem. Thofe 
other fovereigns are the defcendants of foreigners who brought 
the Mahometan religion with them to Java 3 but there are 
a few mountaineers excepted, who have maintained their inde 


pendence and their faith, and with other articles the tran{mi- 


gration of fouls. 
Thofe Mahometan Princes, being all de (pots, do not rule 


in the hearts of their fubjeéts. According to Dutch accounts, 
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the tyrannic {way of the Emperor is fupported by prodigious 
armies throughout his territories, and by a very confiderable 
female guard about his perfon. Thefe heroines are trained to 
a domettic, as well as to a military life, among whom many, 
from mental accomplifhments, are the companions as well as 
attendants of his Imperial Majefty. If the fame accounts be 
correct, that the number of female births in Java, furpafles 
that of the males, the fingular inftitution abovementioned 
may have originated from the facility of obtaining recruits. 
The ifland of Celebes, to the eaftward of Borneo, and 

fome other eaftern iflands, fupply Java with flaves; and 
though a change of mafter may not have generally aggravated 
their condition, yet fome among them, who before they were 
made captives lived in a ftate of independence, have bee 
known to take offence on the flighteft occafions, aud to avenge 
themfelves by affaffination. Under this apprehenfion it is, 
that female flaves are preferred in Batavia, for every ufe to 
which they can be applied, and their number, of courle, ex- 
ceeds that of the males.—The method of wreaking their re- 
venge is this: In order to poflefs themfelves of artificial cou- 
rage, they {wal.ow a more than ordinary dofe of opium, which 
foon renders them frantic and defperate. In this ftate, they 
not only {tab the objects of their hatred, but, in their phrenzy, 
fally forta and affail, in the fame manner, every perfon they 
meet, till felf prefervation renders it a duty to deftroy them. 
Indeed, {uch is the moral turpitude of mankind, that inftances 
are not more frequent among the flaves, than among the free 
natives of the country, who, without prudence to guide them 
in the ordinary affairs of life, or fortitude to bear them up 
againit its common accidents,—from the anguith of lofing 
their friends, or their money or property, madly adopt the fame 
remedy, and produce the like dreadful effects. 

The Chinefe, too, are fondly attached to gaming as well as 
opium; but by inftilling into their minds cautious principles, 
the fame latent difpofition in them is curbed, and they have 
been deterred from lapfing into fimilar excefles.—However 
they may be difpofed, they are more capable of forming defigns 
againft the Government. They are faid to be now as numes 
rous as they were in 1740, when they joined in a revolt againft 
the Europeans, under the command of a pretended defcen- 
dant of the Emperor of China; but they were repulfed and 
difarmed. ‘T’he alarm, notwithflanding, was fo great, that 
under orders of the Dutch, twenty thoufand Chinefe, men, 
women, and children, were maflacred, and their effects feized. 
The 
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The Dire&tors of the Company in Holland execrated the 
horrid deed. They feared the Emperor of China’s indig nae 
tion; and apologifing on the ground of neceflity, were 
agreeably furprifed when he returned them the following an- 
{fwer; that * be waslittle folicitous for the fate of unworthy 
fubjects, who, in the purfuit of lucre, had quitted their coun 
try, and abandoned the tombs of their anceftors,” 

They appear, however, to have the hizheft veneration for 
fuch of their anceftors as have paid the debt of nature.— 
A cemetry is appropriated for their remains, and they fpare 
no expence in erecting monuments to their memory.—The 
head of every family, not a pauper, has a feparate vault; and 
when a Chinefe of refpectability dies, the melancholy event 
is announced to the furviving relatives. The body of the de- 
ceafed is wafhed and perfumed ; and after putting on its beft 
apparel, it is feated in a chair, before which the wives, chil- 
dren, and relations, proftrate themfelves and weep bitterly. 
A table, fpread with fruit and various dithes, with a defert, is 
laid before the corpfe, and wax figures pleced on each fide, as 
its attendants.—On the third day the corpfe is put into a 
coffin, and placed in one of the beft apartments, hung round, 
on this occafion, with white linen, the colour of their mourns 
ing. * Analtar is raifed inthe middle of the room ; they place 
the portrait of the deceafed upon it, and burn incenfe near ite 
The fons, drefied in coarfe white linen, ftand near the coffin, 
and manifeft every token of forrow, while the mother and fe- 
male relatives are heard to bewail behind a curtain. 

On the day of interment the whole family affembles, and 
the corpfe is conveyed to the grave with great pomp and fo~ 
Iemnity. In the firft proceflion are perfons bearing images of 
men’ and women, relatives of the family ; images of various 
animals, and wax tapers and incenfories. Next follow the 
priefts, accompanied with inftruments of mufic; and then 
the corpfe, borne upon a bier, attended by the fons of the de- 
ceafed, clothed in white, and inclining upon crutches, as if 
unable, from forrow, to fupport themtelves erect, ‘Ihe fe= 
male relatives are carried in chairs, encircled with white filk 
to conceal them from view; but their lamentations are ut- 
tered aloud; and other women, trained to mimic forrow whea 
the heart’s not fad, are hired to howl, fhriek, and groan, as is 
the cuftom in fome parts of Europe. 

The Chinefe, from their induftry and ingenuity, have ren 
dered themfelves indifpenfably neceflary to the Dutch, who 
acknowledge the fettlement could fcarcely fubliit withoue 
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them. Their refidence at Batavia is in the fuburbs ; their 
houfes are low, built moftly of wood, crammed with people. 
Every fort of mechanical employment is done by them ; in 
town, alfo, they become clerks, agents, or huckflers; and in 
the country, farmers, particularly in the cultivation of the 
fugar cane. 

The fhops of Batavia, refembling thofe of brokers dedling 
in fecond-hand articles, were thinly fupplied with Britith 
merchandize, very unlike thofe at Rio de Janeiro; a plain 
proof that the interior inhabitants of Java are either unable 
cr not willing to purchafe coftly manufactures. But there are 
{pacious magazines for depofiting the rich produéts of the 
Molucco or Spice Iflands, exported hence to all parts of the 
world ; befides fugar, pepper, coffee, and arrack, the produce 
of the place. 

The Dutch Company, from an inordinate thirft for gain, 
fuggefted the idea of monopolizing the whole of the {pice 
trade to themfelves. ‘To effect this, as well as to prevent the 
markets from being overitocked, if reports are to be credited, 
they employed and eftablithed a fet of men under the appel- 
lation of extirpators, whofe fole bufinefs was to eruncate, in 
whatever places they could penetrate, a few {pots excepted, 
every tree which bears thofe valuable productions ; hoping 
thus to fecure to themfelves the exclufive fale and property of 
thefe articles. Thefe extirpators had torn up and deftroyed 
the nutmeg tree at all the Moluccas, Banda excepted; at 
which laft place, a iubfequent volcanic eruption had nearly 
completed what they had left unfinifhed, by burying in its 
afhes, or otherwife materially injuring, every vegetable pros 
duction of that ifland. 

The medical garden at Batavia is now well ftocked with 
the various fpice-trees, and the delegates are become more 
liberal in their ideas. A nutmeg plant and a nut, ina ftate 
fuppofed capable of germination, were prefented to a gentle. 
man in the embafly, who intended them for his Majefty’s bo- 
tanic garden at Kew, but an untoward accident in the paflage 
fruftrated the defignn—The nutmeg trec is a beautiful vege- 
table; its fruit, when frefh, is nearly the fize of a common 
neCtarine. Between the fhell and the outward rind is a reti- 
culated membrane, or partitioned fk n, which, when dried, is 
the mace: The nutmeg, foft in its original ftate, is the kernel 
within the fhell.— There is alfo a clove-tree in this garden— 
The germ of its fruit with the flower cup which contains it, 
is the clovee——The cintamon tee is known by the three 
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nerves, which uniformly divide the inner furface of its oval 
leaf, as well as by the fragrancy which is diffufed from bruifing 
any of its leaves or branches, correfponding to the odour of 
its bark.x—T he camphor-tree is alfo here ; fo is the pepper, 
which grows in clufters, like the grape, but of a much fmaller 
fize.—The betel is a fpecies of the pepper plant, the leaf of 
which is chewed by moft of the fouthern Afiatics ; and ferves 
for the inclofing of a few bits or flices of the areca, thence 
erroneoufly called the betel nut, refembling in form and tafte, 
but fmaller when drys the common nutmeg. The areca nut- 
tree is the fmalleft tribe of palm-trees, but next in beauty to 
the mountain cabbage-tree in the Weft Indies. 

A tree was faid to be growing in the territories of one of 
the Princes of Java, fo venomous and deftrudtive as to poifon 
perfons by its exhalations at fome miles diftance. This was 
the fuppofed Upas, of which the above account was given by 
Foerfch. But it was nothing but a bg!d attempt to impofe 
on the credulity of the public. Enquiries were made con- 
cerning it, and no fuch tree is known to exift in the ifland. 
In a differtation written exprefsly by « Dutchman, the ftory is 
refuted. An opinion, however, prevails at Batavia, that there 
is in that country a vegetable poifon fo fubtile, that being 
rubbed upon the daggers. of the Javanefe, it renders a wound 
incurable. Indeed, Doétor Gillan was informed by one of 
the keepers of the "garden, that there was in that collection a 
tree which diftilled a poifonous juice; but the knowledge of 
this was kept fecret, left, by being communicated tothe Ja- 
vanele, they fhould turn it to an improper ufe. 

The whole country is richly ftored with the choiceft fruits, 
which, like all places within the tropics, are gathered throughs 
out the whole year. The mangoftcen, about the fize of a 
nonpareil, accounted the moft delicious of all, was ripe in 
March. Its rind, thick and firm, of a dark colour, contains 
from five to feven feeds, of which the pulp that covers them 
is the only part eaten. It has a delicate fubacid tafte, differ= 
ing a little from, but far preferable to the fame kind of pulpy 
fubftance which inclofes the four-fop in the Weft Indies.—~ 
Pine apples are planted in large fields, carried to market in 
carts like turnips, and fold for lefs than a penny a piece.— 
Sugar fetched only five-pence a pound, and provifions of all 
forts were exceedingly cheap. Rice, though uncommonly 
fearce when the Lion was at Batavia, fold for lefs than a penny 
a pound. 

(To be continued.) 
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Charaéter of the late Peter III. Emperor of Ru/ffia. 


[ Tranflated from the French of «* Anecdotes refpe&ting the Re- 
volution in Raflia in 1762, by M. de Rulhiere.”} 


N order to gain a conception of the ftrange chara‘ter of 
the unfortunate Peter ILI. it is neceflary to know that, in 
histiofancy, he was committed to the care of two perfons of 
fingular merit, but who, confidering rather his fortune than his 
genius, blameably condu&ted his education after the greateft 
models, On being calle: to Ruffia, thefe preceptors of man 
ners and morals, too fevere for that court, afforded room to 
fear the fuccels of the {trict education which they continued 
to give him; he was taken from their hands, and put into 
thofe of vile corruptors : But the firft principles which he had 
received, reardining ftrongly imprefled on his mind, occafioned 
a motley mixture of good intentions degenerated into ris 
diculous purfuits, antf of filly views directed toward grand 
objects, Brought up in an abhorrence of flavery, in the love 
of equality, and in an enthufiaftic admiration of heroifm, he 
was {trongly attached to thefe noble ideas; but he was fond of 
what is truly great, with littlenefs of mind; and while he 
propofed to imitate the heroes from whom he fprang, his 
genius reftricted him to puerilitiese He affected to take plea- 
fure in the loweft functions of the foldier, becaufe Peter the 
Great had refolved to pafs through the feveral degrees of the 
army; and, in conformity with this conceit, fo furprifing ina 
fovercign, of making the progrefs of his inftruGion by the 
gradations of advancement, he boafted, at the concerts of his 
courts, that he had formerly affifted the muficians, and was 
made firft violin on account of his talents. 

A fort cf military mania infinuated itfelf into all his 
ations ; his favourite paffion was that of exercifing his troops ; 
and in order to indulge in this pleafure at all times, without 

‘raifing murmurs in the Ruffian regiments, the management of 
fome wretched Holftcin foldiers, of whom he was the fovee 
reign, was given uptohim. JHis figure, naturally ridiculous, 
became much more fo ina drefs that carried the Pruffian man- 
ner to the height of extravagance. The gaiters which he 
always wore were fo tight, that they deprived him of the 
flexibility of his knees, and obliged him to fit down and to 
walk as if he had no joints. An enormous hat, fantattically 
cocked, covered a little face, fharp and ugly, but of a lively 
phyfiognomy, and he delighted in disguring himfelf ftill more 
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by perpetual grimaces in the way of amufement. His mind 
was not entirely devoid of vivacity, and he difcovered a talent 
pretty ftrongly marked for buffoonery. One princely action 
completely revealed his character, He had ill.treated one of 
his courtiers ‘or no caule whatever; and immediately on per-= 
ceiving his injuftice, to repair it, he fent a challenge to the 
injured party. Whatever was the intention of the cartier, 
who was a man of fhrewdnefs and dexterity, he accepted it. 
They met in a wood; and drawing their {words at ten paces 
from each other, they made fierce thrufts, without approaciing 
nearer; wien on afudden the Prince topped fhort, faying, 
“ It were pty that two bra.e men like us fhould cut one 
nother’s throats; let us embrace.” 

Making great compliments to each other as they left the 
{pot, they bad now regained the road to the palace, when the 
courtier, fecing a throng of people, eagerly exclaimed :.“ Ah 
Monfeigueur! you are wounded in the hand; take care that 
the blood is not feen ;”” at the fame time haftily pulling out his 
handkerchief, and binding it round the Prince’s hand. The 
Grand Duke, imagining that the other really thought him 
wounded, did not undeccive him, but publicly boafted of his 
courage in bearing a wound; and, to thew his generofity, he 
took the courtier into his greateft favour. 





SINGULARITIES of she date Dr. FARMER. 


R. FARMER was a native of Leicefter, where he was 
bornin 1735+ Through life he may be confidered as a 
favourite of fortune, having attained without any original in- 
fluence, and with talents not above mediocrity, a feries of the 
mott refpectable dignities connected with the church of Eng- 
Jand and with the univerfity in which he was bred. In 17575 
he was admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Arts, in 1760 to 
that of Mafter cf Arts; a Bachelor of Divinity in 1767, and 
a Do@or of Divinity in 1775, in which year he was alfo 
elected Matter of Emanuel, on the deceafe of Dr, Richardfon, 

and Principal Librarian on the deceafe of Dr. Barmardiftons 
In the fame year he ferved the office of Vice-Chancellor, 
and had an opportunity of evincing his attachment to the 
courtin a way which is fuppofed to have led to much of his 
{ubfequent preferment: The univerfity had voted an addrefs 
to the King, approving of the hoftile meafures adgpted againit 
the colonies, which was in courfe oppofed by the great Jebb, 
and 
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and the patriotic party; and a member of the caput, from an 
academical difpute, actually refufed his key of the place which 
contained the feal neceflary on thefe occafions. The courtly 
zeal of Farmer, then Vice-Chancellor, fupplied the defeé 
by means of a fledge hammer, and was, in confequence, foon 
after, rewarded by the then premier, Lord North, with a 
Prebendat Canterbury. ‘This has fince been exchanged, by 
Mr. Pitt, for a Refidentiaryfhip of S+. Paul's ; and as a farther 
reward for his academical influence, a Bifhopric is alfo faid to 
have been offered him, but the folid delights of the pipe and 
the bottle, in Emanuel parlour, outweighed, in his eftimation, 
the dazzling {plendour of the mitre. 

His pretenfions to literature were confined to the Englifh 
drama, and having a ftrong predileCtion for old Englith writers, 
he ranked high among the commentators upon Shakefpeare, 
His “ Effay upon the Learning of Shakefpeare,” dedicated to 
Mr. Cradock, the intelligent refident of Gumley-Hall, in 
Leicefterthire, has paffed through feveral editions, This 
effay was, in fa&t, the firft foundation of his fame; but the 
fame indolence, which prevented him from executing his 
defign of writing the hiftory of Leicefterfhire, though an- 
nounced for fubfcriptions, was a bar to the future exercile of 
his literary talents. 

After having printed only four pages, he returned the fub- 
fcriptions, and prefented the MSS. and plates to Mr. Nichols, 
the reipectable printer of the Gentleman’s Magazine, who 
has fince carried on the hiftory with a degree of {pirit, ability, 
and induftry, perhaps unprecedented in this department of 
literature, 

Indolence, and love of eafe, were his chief charaCteriftics, 
and hence the want of propriety in his external appearance, 
and in the ufual forms of behaviour belonging to his ftation. 
The prevailing features of his charaéter diftinguifhed them- 
felves by feveral oddities: There were three things, it was 
faid, which the Mafter of Emanuel loved, viz. old port, old 
cloathes, and old books; and three things which no one could 
perfuade him to perform, viz. to rife in the morning, to go to 
bed at night, and to fettle an account. 

When in Cambridge, if an old houfe were pulled down, the 
Mafter of Emanuel was always there, in an old blue great 
coat,anda rufty hat, When in London, he was fure to be 
found in the fame garb, at an old book-ftall ; or ftanding at the 
corner of a dirty lane, poring through his glafs at an old play 
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The Doétor was no lefs notorious for his violent attach- 
ment to the war with America, than he has been to that againft 
France; during the former, he was the determined enemy to 
John Jebb—during the prefent war, he has been confpicuous 
for his violent effufions againft every man whom he chofe to 
calla republican and a leveller. He was, in the fulleft fenfe of 
the word, a Tory, and an enemy of every propofition in the 
univerfity, which had improvement in ftudy for its objeé. 

With thefe fingularities and blemifhes, Dr. Farmer, note 
withftanding, poflefled that {pecies of generofity which refults 
rather from inattention, than froma knowledge of the ule of 
wealth. As he obtained money eafily, fo he parted with it 
eafily:—And to his honour be it {poken, many a perfon in 
diftrefs has experienced his liberality, and his bounty: was 
frequently beftowed in the patronage of learned men and 
Jearned publications, At the time of his death, he was a 
Fellow of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies, Mafter of 
Emanuel College, Principal Librarian of the public library in 
the Univerfity, one of the Canons Refidentiary of St. Paul’s, 
Chancellor of the Diocefe of Lichfield and Coventry, and 
Prebendary of Worcefter. 





ANECDOTES of SIR ISAAC NEWTON, 
By Dr. Warton. 
EWTON was born on the very day which Galileo died, 


When Ramfay was one day complimenting him on his 
difcoveries in philofophy, he anfwered, as I readit in Spence’s 
Anecdotes, “ Alas! 1 am only like a child, picking up 
pebbles on the fhore of the great ocean of truth.” 





It is related in Mr. Harris’s MSS, that Newton, hearing 
Handel play upon the barpfichord, could find nothing worthy 
of remark but the clafticity of his fingers. At another time, 
having aflerted that Terence’s plays had no plot, and Bentley 
(in this knowledge his fuperior beyond all controverfy) having 
copioufly endeavoured to thew the contrary, he concluded as 
he began, that Terence’s piays had no plot. At another time, 
being afked his opinion of poetry, he quoted a featiment of 
Barrow, that it was ingenious nontenfe. 

“ Thus mutt it neceflarily happen, when men, even the 
greatelt, are (according to the common faying) got out of their 
element, 
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element. No genius, perhaps ever exifting, more acute than 
his in difcovering ,true from, falfe, in the fubjects of colour, 
quantity, and motion. No one had an abler intellect to dif- 
cern what exifted from that which exifted not. But, among 
the number of things exifting, what were fair, beautiful, 
graceful, elegant, and what the contrary; of this, by thefe 
ftories; one would imagine he had no conception.” 





SKETCH of th CHARACTER of ROWE, 


[From the Same. ] 


HE genius of Rowe was rather delicate and foft, than 
ftrong and pathetic. His compofitions footh us with 
a tranquil and tender fort of complacency, rather than cleave 
the heart with pangs of commiferation. His diftrefles are en« 
tirely founded on the paffion of love. His diction is extremely 
elegant and chafte, and his verfification highly melodious.— 
His plays are declamations rather than dialogues; and his 
characters are general, and undiftinguifhed from each other. 
Such a furious chara@ter as that of Bajazet is eafily drawn, 
and, Ict me add, eafily a&ted.—T here is a want of unity in the 
fable of Tamerlane. The death’s head, dead body, and ftage 
hung in mourning, in the Fair Penitent, are artificial and me- 
chanical methods of affecting an audience. Ina word, his 
plays are mufical and pleafing poems; but inactive and un- 
moving tragedies. That of Jane Shore is, 1 think, the moft 
interefting and affefting of any he has given us ; but proba- 
bility is fadly violated in it by the neglect of the unity of time. 
For a perfon to be fuppofed to be ftarved during the reprefen- 
tation of five aéts is a ftriking inftance of the abfurdity of this 
violation. 

Rowe has taken the fable of his Fair Penitent, from the 
Fatal Dowry of Mafflinger and Field. His very {pirited 
tranflation of Lucan; is perhaps his beft work, and one of the 
beft tranflations in our language, of the only claflic, faid Ad- 
difon, not explained for the ufe of the Dauphin. 





REFLECTION. 


HE wealth, honours, and dignities of the world fade and 
decay 5 but virtue is of unchanging luftre, and immor- 
tal as immortality itfelf, 
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An ANECDOTE, 


a es officer, of diminutive ftature, was lately drilling 
an Irifhman confiderably above fix feet-in height.— 
« Hold up your head,” faid the officer, elevating the chin of 
the Irifhman with the head of his cane, to an angle of nearly 
forty-five degrees—* Hold up your head fo, and throw your 
eyes fomewhat to the right, thus.’—** And muft I always do 
fo, noble Captain f” afked the recruit, with much apparent 
fimplicity. Yes, always,” aniwered the officer. “ Then 
fare you well, my dear little fellow,” rejoined Paddy, « I thall 
never {ce you more,” 





Anfwer, by T. Lawrance, of Chard, to F. D.’s Rebus, inferted 
Oétober 251797. 


N FEBRUARY you began 
To be that feeble creature, man. 
ttt We have received the like anfwer from W, Brock, of 
Evercreech; J. Gidley, junior, of Dean Prior; W. Bickham, 
junior, Afhourton; G. Hazell, aud W. Bowbeer, of Barns 
ftaple; W. and T. Maddick, of Rattery; J. G. @€ Corn 
wall; and Ocdipus,ot Yeovil, 


A QUESTION, ly 7. Collins, late of Uffiulm 


HE neareft diftances from the angles of a plane triangle 
to the circumference of its inic:ided circle, are 2, 3, and 
4 Chains rcfpe@ively. Quere, the area of the circle and triangle, 


4A CHARADE, ly W. Bickhain, of A>burton. 





EHOLD ny radiant firftt arife, 
When n ght’s fair curtain’s drawny 
And fhine around the {pacious fkies 
Until the enfuing dawn, 
But when the glorious orb afcends, 
My next pours in apace, 
And doth alternately extend 
Toall the human races 


Vor. XXX. at Praife 
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Praife be to that Almighty Sire 
Who doft beftow my whole ! 

May every mortal Him admire 
Who reigns from pole to pole! 








A CHARADE, by F. Gidley, of Dean Prior. 


*7° HE hunt{man with my firft doth rove 
Unto fome filent wood or grove, 

Accompanied by ruftic {wains, 

To chafe poor Pufso’er hills and plains. 

With boots and fpurs, and horn fo loud, 

He mounts my next amicit the crowd; 

And {wiftly after doth purfue 

With hatty fteps to keep in view. 


Thefe parts progreffively combine, 
A beaft for burden you'll define. 








4n ENIGMA, by Oedipus, of Yeovil. 


Y mind at eafe (the moon fhone bright), 
AsI lay on my bed ; 
A dream brought Myra to my fight, 
And thus to her I faid: 


«© What monfte; dire do I behold 
“ ‘That now your arm fecures ! 

« A rival great, adorn’d with gold, 
«© My Myra’s heart allures.” 


On which more freedoms he did take, 
E’en did her waift entwine ; 

Whilft the his pleafures did partake, 
Whom I thought only atine. 


And yet I brainlefs think him too, 
His eyes perceive nolight; 

To fee my love admire him fo, 
Muft fill me with affright. 


Ye prying wits ! now calm my fears, 
This handlefs thing relate ; 

Since tor him much my Myra cares, 
He furely muft be great. 











9 POETRY. 
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RUMORA: Or the MAID of RAASA. 
By the late Georce Monck Berxevey, E/- 


AASA, by thy rocky fhore, 
Vocal to the ocean’s roar, 

Cliffs, that have for ages ftood 
Barriers to the briny flood, 
Beneath your dark, your difmal fhade 
Wandering wept a woe-worn maid, 
Whilf the paufes of the gale 
Each fhe fiil’d with forrow’s tale. 


Burfting from the fable fky, 

See the forked lightnings fly, 
Whilit their fad deftructive light, 
Gilds awhile the gloom of night! 
Trembling to the keen blaft’s blow, 
Gazing on the gulph below, 
Yielding to tre ruthlefs ftorm, 
Drooping mark yon angel form, 
Round whofe face, divinely fair, 
Loofely ftreams her golden hair ! 
To the rock’s fublimeft ieat 

Fate has led her wandering feet ; 
Yawning wide the greedy deep, 
Wooes her to eternal fleep. 


By the lightning’s vivid glare 
Saw you not yon frantic itare? 
By the tempett’s iurid light, 
Mark her plunge to endlefs night! 
Struggling mid the boiling wave, 
Nature, frighted at the grave, 
To the rude, the rocky tirand 
Faintly poiots her languid hand. 
Ceafe, ye blafts, awhile to blow, 
Drown not now the wail of woe! 
Heard ye not yon piercing groan 
That prociaim’d her fpirit flown? 
Wohilit it foars on feraph wing, 
Roaring waves her requiem fing. 
Still, by Raafa’s fea-girt fhore, 
Blue ey’d maids her fate deplores 
From the cliffs, fublime and fteep, 
Cail thy garlands in the aeep. 
Marking thus the day’s return, 
Still Rumora’s fate they mourn. 
For 
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For the WeEKkty ENTERTAINER,» 
ADDRESS to my CAT. 


EATED on my fav'rite chair, 

Drowly Pafs, with jetty hair, 
While my hand adown thy back 
Smooths thy fhining, glofly black, 
Methinks thy purring feems to fay, 
** Drive thy cares, like me, away.’’ 


Oh could I thus thoughtlefs be, 
From toil and trouble ever free ; 
Pleas‘d I’d change my ftate for thine, 
At reafon's lofs would ne'er repine. 


Ah! fee a moufe—quick down fhe leaps, 
Giving a {pring, and filent creeps ; 
With dreadful fangs, and horrid claws, 
See how the grinds her clotted jaws, 
And writhes poor Moufey—Now no more, 
I with to change, as jut before. 
Tyrants I {ee in every ftate, 
The fmall are prey’d on by the great ; 
*Tis nought but reafon can controul 
Each lofty, high, defpotic foul. 
Then come—perfeét thy mighty plan, 
And let me boaft 1 am a man. 

NEDDY. 


For the Weekty ENTERTAINER. 


Lines addreffed by a Lady to her Hufband, upon his Birth-Day 


on the 19th of November. 


‘ X 7HEN thou waft young, and I was gay, 
Howealy to have fung the day ? 

But vow where find my ftringlefs lyre ? 

Or how awake poetic fire? 

That unrelenting tyrant, pain, 

Has chas’d all numbers from my brain. 

Since, then, the head will nought impart, 

‘Take the warm withes of my heart: 

May added years but bring increafe, 

Ot health, of happinefs, and peace ; 

And may the day that gave thee birth 

Be jacred ftill to feilive mirth! 

May’ ftthou, by minds like thine be bleft, 

And find a friend in ev’ry gueitt ! 










a 





On the DEATH of a CHILD. 


HILDREN are happy, that depart fo foon 5 
The morn of lite is fweeter than the noon. 


Ceuaie, parents, then, your unavailing forrow; 


‘1s their’s to-day, perhaps your turn to-morrowe 


PA A BRI eM DOK 
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